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SUMMARY OF THE PROJECT AND MAJOR FINDINGS 
 
 The discovery of any significant waterfilled cave feature in South Australia these days 
is a relatively rare event, and it is one which is often accompanied by suspicion and 
conflicting ideals involving the cave's discoverers and other involved or interested parties.  
This was unfortunately the case when some "Glencoe farmers" (without cave diving 
qualifications) were rumoured to be exploring a "secret cave" they had discovered near Mount 
Gambier in early 1984. 
 
 During the next four years, the discovery team's members and their helpers kept 
"their" cave's location a jealously-guarded secret; in fact, even the landowner (the Woods and 
Forests Department) was unaware of their activities for a considerable period of time.  Not 
wishing to see others entering what they perceived to be a significant but dangerous cave (by 
their standards), they even took it upon themselves to gate the small tube entrance with a 
lockable steel plate (FIGURE 1) on or about 22nd June 1984 (if the date engraved in the 
concrete can be relied upon).  In view of this obsession with secrecy, it came as no great 
surprise to find that the discovery team's representatives responded with extreme indignation 
when the author informed them that he had chanced upon the cave's location in early 1988. 
 
 
 

 
 

FIGURE 1 : Surface view of the cave's entrance tubes – note the lid 
covering the nearest one (Peter Horne). 
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In view of the uncooperative behaviour of the discovery team's representatives and out 
of concern that someone could carry out a veiled threat to "blow up" or fill in the small tube 
entrance, the author saw little option but to immediately initiate formal access negotiations 
between the Society, the Cave Divers Association of Australia (CDAA) and the cave's owners 
to document its real importance and to make it difficult for others to damage or destroy the 
cave without serious legal repercussions.  The official Cave Exploration Group of South 
Australia's (CEGSA) cave reference number "5L250" was reserved from Mr Kevin Mott by 
the author, and the suggested name – "Iddlebiddy" – was documented for future reference.  
Despite ongoing dramas during the lengthy access negotiations which followed (more detailed 
records of which are documented elsewhere), things proceeded as desired and arrangements 
were finally made to allow preliminary work to be carried out before the end of that year. 

 
 The first official CDAA assessment/categorization dive took place on Sunday, 11th 

September 1988, when Ian Lewis (CDAA National Testing Officer) and Andrew Cox (CDAA 
Research Group Co-Ordinator) accompanied Peter Blackmore (the discovery team's 
representative) on a dive through the system.  Surface personnel on this occasion were Peter 
Horne (SAUSS Projects Co-Ordinator), Lance Mitchell (CDAA President), Dr Neale Draper 
and Mr Michael Clark of the Department of Environment & Planning's Aboriginal Heritage 
Unit, and State Coroner's representative, policeman Mr Trevor Baldwin.  The presence of 
non-diving persons was required because of the discovery of parts of a human skull which 
Peter Blackmore found when he took two cave-diver friends into the cave in mid-June 1988. 

 
The divers used this opportunity to install a white plastic quadrat reference grid on the 

silt-mound to indicate the relative location of the human skeleton, and recovered another part 
of the skull.  This was later found to be the remains of a young child who had probably fallen 
into the hole sometime during the past few hundred years, and the cave was not felt to be of 
significance as a special site or tomb.  The assessment team also reported that the cave 
contained many unusual and extremely fragile sedimentary features of interest (especially 
large numbers of tessellated clay blocks – see FIG. 2), and it was rated as a "Category 4" site 
because of its considerable length and restricted areas (refer to Appendix 1). 

 
 

 
 
FIGURE 2 : Some of the thousands of fascinating clay blocks which are to be 
found on the floor and wall ledges in many areas of the cave (Greg Bulling). 
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After another couple of months of negotiations, the Society and the CDAA Research 
Group agreed to undertake a series of combined SAUSS/CDAARG research and mapping 
dives on the weekend of 26th and 27th of November, 1988.  The diving party on this occasion 
consisted of Andrew Cox (surveying), the author (sampling/research notes), Greg Bulling 
(photos), Tony Carlisle (underwater video), frank Homewood (surveying assistant) and Peter 
Blackmore.  This was the first detailed study ever undertaken in the cave, and a lot of 
information was collected (see Appendix 2, and maps 2A, 2B and 2C).   

 

 
 
FIGURE 3 : Tony Carlisle swims through one of the many larger areas with 
his video camera (Greg Bulling). 

 
The video successfully captured a large amount of interesting imagery for historical 

and surveying purposes, and water samples were also collected for the Engineering & Water 
Supply Department with the view to searching for signs of herbicides, etc.  While nitrates 
were higher than expected for that area (between 19.8 and 24.6 ppm), salinity was found to be 
very low (380 to 390 ppm), and two "mop traps" were installed for later recovery in the search 
for cave fauna.  A fairly detailed preliminary map (to Australian Speleological Federation 
Grade 2.2 standard) was also compiled to aid future planning. 

 
 The second and final combined SAUSS/CDAARG dive took place on Saturday, 24th 

February 1990, when the author (sediment/trap collector), Tony Carlisle (with his new low-
light video camera and more suitable lights), Greg Bulling, Tony Hambling, Frank 
Homewood and John McCormick recovered the "mop traps", collected core samples, took 
photos and videos and started a detailed survey in the cave (see Appendix 3).  After the dive, 
the "mop traps" were observed to be decomposing and apparently devoid of obvious life, but 
many specimens (including syncarids and amphipods) were later found when the mops were 
dissected by Mr Wolfgang Zeidler, the Curator of Higher Marine Invertebrates at the South 
Australian Museum.  The author later spent a few hours splitting some of the cores and 
"logging" the many well-defined layers of clay with Martin Thoms, a geomorphologist and 
sedimentologist at the University of Adelaide's Zoology Department.  These layers ranged 
from off-white to almost black in colour, indicating that the cave had a complex sedimentary 
history worthy of more detailed study. 
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FIGURE 4 : Peter Horne carries a heavy mesh basket in which silt-cores, 
tags and retrieved "mop traps" were carried (Greg Bulling). 

 
Because it was realised that it would take many years to complete detailed scientific 

work in this cave, the official SAUSS Project was closed off by the author on 10th May 1990, 
with the recommendation to the CDAA that the feature be opened up to general cave diving 
activities under controlled conditions as soon as the CDAA Research Group mapping project 
had been completed. 

 
There remains a lot of work to be done in this interesting feature, but lack of 

resources and interested personnel precludes more detailed research at this time.  The 
following appendices are reproductions of Progress Reports and other documents which 
record the cave's main features and associated research activities in considerable detail.  It is 
the author's sincere hope that ALL cave divers will appreciate the importance of this large but 
relatively fragile cave feature, and treat it with the respect which it deserves. 
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